HIST 2010 United States History 1
The Atlantic Slave Trade
Assignment: Place your reading of The Atlantic Slave Trade in an appropriate historical context.
Trade and exchange across cultural lines have played a crucial role in human history, being perhaps the most important external stimuli to change. The Age of Encounter - a period that forever tied the histories of Europe, Africa, and the Americas together - created an unprecedented flow of people, animals, plants, foods, technologies, religions, diseases, and cultures through a dynamically expanding international network, referred to by Alfred Crosby as the Columbian Exchange. During the age of European maritime and commercial expansion, large areas of Africa were brought firmly into the orbit of the growing world economy and were influenced by the transformation taking place. The forced movement of Africans as captive [image: ]laborers and the creation of slave-based societies in the Americas were major aspects of the formation of the modern world and the growth of the economies of Western Europe. The Atlantic Slave Trade considers six key topics: 1) why were Africans enslaved?; 2) the slave trade within Africa; 3) the Middle Passage; 4) effects in Africa; 5) effects in the Americas and Europe; and 6) Africans and abolition.
Choose any four of these sections and place the relevant essays within the context of the creation of the Atlantic world. What are the defining issues and salient themes in the study of the Atlantic slave trade?
Formatting basics:
•Your paper should have a title page, on which appears the title of the paper, your name, the course number, the professor's name, and the date.
[bookmark: _GoBack]•Double-space the text, and use a simple font, such as Times New Roman 12pt. Indent the start of each paragraph 5 spaces from the left margin. Pages should have I-inch margins all around with 1 1/2-inch margin on the top of the first page. The paper should be 5 to 6 pages in length not [image: ]including the title page or works cited page (bibliography).
•Number the pages.
•Staple the pages together (do not use clips or binders).
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